
 

The offspring of a Belfast lady named Jean McConville opened the family's front way to 

discover a horde of people holding up outside on December 7, 1972. The youngsters 

perceived some of them as their neighbors. Leaving her ten youngsters at home alone, Jean 

got into a van with the guests.  

 

This would be the last time her family at any point saw her alive. Her kids would go through 

the following three decades attempting to discover what befell their mom.  

 

Presently, just because, Patrick Keefe uncovers the genuine story behind Jean's vanishing. 

In this synopsis, you'll take a visit through the terrible and severely fierce long periods of the 

Northern Ireland Conflict, and reveal the job that the IRA played in Jean McConville's 

passing.  

 

You'll likewise become familiar with a portion of the contention's key occasions, from the 

disarray of Bloody Friday and the Old Bailey Bombings to the craving strike of a couple of 

Irish paramilitaries in imprisonment. Finally, you'll figure out how a normal Belfast lady 

wound up entangled in a ridiculous clash that killed 3,500 individuals for more than 30 years.  

 

Amidst the Northern Ireland Conflict, Jean McConville 

vanished suddenly and completely. 
 

Jean McConville had effectively brought forth 14 kids at the age of 38, four of whom had 

since passed on. Her better half, Arthur, had kicked the bucket of lung malignant growth the 

prior year, and now she was bringing up her ten kids alone and with minimal expenditure. 

The family lived in a monstrous lodging home, in a soggy level where dark shape crept up 

the dividers. Obviously, life wasn't simple for Jean.  

 

In any case, on that chilly December night, things were going to deteriorate.  

 

At the point when Jean heard the doorbell ring, she was in the shower in the wake of a 

monotonous day. Accepting it was her girl Helen coming back from the neighborhood fish 

and chip shop with dinner, her other kids opened the entryway.  

 

Be that as it may, it wasn't Helen.  



 

 

Rather, a gathering of people entered the McConville home. Some wore balaclavas, 

however others didn't, and the kids remembered them as their neighbors. The gathering 

disclosed to Jean that she expected to get dressed and go with them down the stairs, to a 

van holding up outside.  

 

As she deserted her youngsters, Jean let them know not to stress – she would be back 

soon.  

 

She was gone forever, and her kids would go through the following three decades pondering 

what had befallen their mom.  

 

However, how could an apparently normal Northern Irish lady vanish suddenly and 

completely?  

 

The appropriate response, it turned out, lay in the frightful clash that had inundated Belfast 

and the entire of Northern Ireland three years sooner. Jean McConville was a casualty of the 

Troubles.  

 

This is the thing that individuals frequently call the Northern Ireland Conflict, which started in 

the late 1960s. Around then, the locale's Catholic occupants had for quite some time been 

the casualties of separation and institutional prejudice because of their Protestant neighbors.  

 

Despite the fact that Catholics made up around 50 percent of the district's populace, they 

were routinely prohibited from steady employment, not too bad lodging, the police power, 

and political power.  

 

In fact, the circumstance was so critical for Northern Ireland's Catholics, that thousands had 

just emigrated looking for a superior life, leaving for spots, for example, America, Australia 

and the Republic of Ireland itself.  

 

Be that as it may, not every person was prepared to surrender and get out. In the late 1960s, 

numerous youthful Catholics in Northern Ireland were hoping to improve their circumstance, 

and viciousness appeared the main answer.  

 



 

It was this viciousness that would, in the long run, take Jean McConville's life.  

 

Dolours and Marian Price, just as Gerry Adams, were key 

figures in the IRA. 
 

Frustrated Catholics in Northern Ireland made the thing on their psyches in 1969: getting the 

British out of Ireland. Three of these individuals, Gerry Adams, and the sisters' Dolours and 

Marian Price, would before long become key players in the Troubles.  

 

The little island had been part in two since the parcel of Ireland which happened in 1921: the 

Republic of Ireland, where Catholics held power and framed the mind lion's share of the 

populace, and Northern Ireland, which was still a piece of the United Kingdom and under the 

control of the British Government.  

 

A paramilitary gathering is known as the Provisional Irish Republican Army, all the more 

ordinarily referred to just as the IRA, was framed in Northern Ireland in 1969 to accomplish 

their point of self-assurance.  

 

Their objective? To force the British Government to free itself of its pilgrim ownership by 

waging war against the Protestants running Northern Ireland, who were resolved to remain 

some portion of the United Kingdom. The IRA would have liked to join Ireland yet again.  

 

There was at that point a pleasing custom of vicious republicanism in Northern Ireland.  

 

Dolours and Marian Price, who later turned out to be a piece of a famous IRA besieging 

effort, originated from a group of staunch Republicans. The sisters grew up encompassed by 

instances of generosity for the Republican reason. Their auntie, Bridie Dolan, had herself 

been dynamic in the battle against the British.  

 

She had been blinded and lost two hands after certain explosives she was blending to make 

bombs all of a sudden touched off. In 1971, matured only 21 and 18 separately, Dolours and 

Marian joined the family convention and were accepted into the IRA.  

 



 

At around a similar time as the Price sisters, a young fellow named Gerry Adams joined the 

IRA.  

 

In spite of the fact that Adams' formal training just went similar to secondary school, he 

rapidly came to speak to the key and scholarly arm of the IRA. Articulate and exceedingly 

smart, Adams had the option to get a handle on the more extensive political setting of their 

outfitted battle and strategize appropriately.  

 

He would end up a standout amongst the most significant chiefs in the IRA and ostensibly 

the gathering's head, however, he has dependably denied this. Despite the fact that Adams 

gave brutal requests, he was known for never getting his very own hands grimy.  

 

As the IRA searched for approaches to incite the British Government into pulling back from 

Ireland, they hit upon a technique for pulverization that would turn into their calling card: the 

vehicle bomb.  

 

Vehicle bombs were an ideal vehicle for the IRA's image of 

fear in both Ireland and England. 
 

During the three many years of the Troubles, any new vehicle left on a Belfast road could 

cause open frenzy – and in light of current circumstances. In both Northern Ireland and 

England, IRA vehicle bombs caused carnage and anarchy on an exceptional scale.  

 

Vehicle bombs had two primary points of interest for the IRA. Right off the bat, they were 

headed to their goal as opposed to conveying, so they could be a lot heavier and pressed 

with more explosives. Also, a vehicle was an ideal cover for a bomb. A little gadget left in the 

city may rapidly get saw, however, a vehicle could be securely left for a long time without 

pulling in police consideration.  

 

On July 21, 1972, multi-day that would come to be known as Bloody Friday, vehicle bombs 

were accustomed to overwhelming everything in the vicinity.  

 

Beginning soon after 2 p.m., around 20 bombs that the IRA had planted around Belfast, the 

greater part of the vehicle bombs started to detonate. The objectives of the blasts included 



 

occupied with strip malls, grain warehouses, and transport stations. Significantly, the IRA 

has constantly kept up that they expected to obliterate business structures and government 

framework on Bloody Friday – not kill anybody.  

 

For sure, the gathering had called the specialists that evening and cautioned them to clear 

these territories. Be that as it may, the experts were overpowered by the number of bombs 

and couldn't follow up on each notice. The outcome? Nine individuals were murdered, 

including a youthful high school kid, and 130 were harmed.  

 

After Bloody Friday, numerous in the IRA felt lament and a developing feeling of injustice. 

The general population of Northern Ireland, all things considered, appeared to be the main 

ones biting the dust in the contention, while the British still couldn't seem to endure without 

anyone else soil.  

 

With the help of the IRA authority, including Gerry Adams, Dolours Price intended to address 

this unevenness.  

 

On March 8, 1973, Dolours, her sister Marian and a few others drove vehicle bombs to 

London and left them outside four significant British foundations: the Old Bailey courts, 

military workplaces close Whitehall, the Ministry of Agriculture and New Scotland Yard.  

 

The two outstanding bombs went off as arranged, and 250 individuals were harmed in the 

impacts in spite of the fact that the bombs at New Scotland Yard and Whitehall were situated 

by the police early. 

 

That equivalent day, Marian and Dolours Price were caught by the police at Heathrow 

Airport. Their catch would result in a high-stakes skirmish of wills between the Price sisters 

and the British Government.  

 

The Price sisters went on appetite strike to win an arrival to 

Ireland. 
 

After Marian and Dolours Price were captured for the besieging effort in London, they were 

quickly charged, attempted and condemned to 20 years in prison. The British Government 



 

chose to detain the sisters there as opposed to in Northern Ireland as they had carried out 

their violations in England.  

 

Yet, the Price sisters had different thoughts and requested that they are moved back to a 

Northern Irish jail. At the point when their solicitation went unnoticed, they transformed their 

own bodies into a battleground by going on craving strike.  

 

Inside weeks, both Marian and Dolours had lost a stressing measure of weight.  

 

Shockingly, the fast-weakening of their wellbeing was a reason for extraordinary worry for 

the British Government. As the Troubles seethed in Northern Ireland, the exact opposite 

thing the British needed was to make saints out of two youthful Irish ladies.  

 

In the event that the Prices kicked the bucket, there would almost certainly be fierce 

responses from the IRA. Besides, the picture of two gaunt young ladies, dead because of 

the English, would make sure to win the Irish Republican development more hearts, 

personalities and new enlists.  

 

In any case, rather than consenting to the Prices' requests, the British Government settled 

on an increasingly disputable technique: coercively feeding.  

 

By and by, this implied a gathering of specialists, attendants, and watchmen would hold 

every sister down, embed a cylinder into their stomachs, and empty sustenance into them. 

The sisters found the procedure corrupting, excruciating and alarming. To put the cylinder in, 

a wooden piece was embedded into their mouths.  

 

Following quite a while of clamping down and battling against the bit, the sisters' teeth were 

free and rotting. Regularly, in the wake of being encouraged, Marian and Dolours would 

promptly upchuck the nourishment back once more.  

 

The Price sisters weren't the main ones astonished by the forcibly feeding. This training had 

likewise been utilized against female suffragettes in English detainment facilities numerous 

prior decades. English women's activists were shocked this was going on to ladies once 

more, notwithstanding comparing coercively feeding to assault.  

 



 

At last, the Price sisters won.  

 

Following quite a while of forcibly feeding, they started to oppose so brutally that specialists 

prescribed halting it through and through to evade the sisters genuinely hurting themselves. 

As they lost a pound of weight every day and broadcasted their eagerness to kick the bucket 

for Ireland, the British Government changed tack. In 1975, it sent the sisters back to 

Northern Ireland to complete out their sentences.  

 

Jean McConville was killed by the IRA and left in a plain 

grave. 
 

Jean McConville's children continued to seek answers during the Troubles, with bombs 

detonating and the British Government at loggerheads with the IRA. What truly befell their 

mom on that chilly night in December 1972?  

 

As of late, the shocking answer has turned out to be clear.  

 

A few conspicuous individuals from the IRA were met as a component of an undertaking for 

the American University, Boston College after the Troubles, at last, arrived at an end in the 

late 1990s. One was Dolours Price. Another was a man named Brendan Hughes, who had 

turned out to be one of Gerry Adams' correct hand men during the Troubles. Both recounted 

to comparable anecdotes about what had befallen Jean.  

 

Evidently, Jean Mcconville had turned out to be referred to the IRA as a witness for the 

British armed force. In the prior weeks she vanished, the IRA had looked through Jean's 

home and found a military radio in her kitchen.  

 

Jean admitted that she had been utilizing it to pass data to the British. As indicated by 

Hughes, she was just beat the hell out of notice and on that event. Be that as it may, an only 

multi-week later she was found to have another military radio.  

 

Lamentably for Jean, the IRA presently thought about her a recurrent perp. The gathering's 

initiative held discussions about how to manage her and quickly concurred that she would be 

executed.  



 

 

In any case, they additionally needed to choose how to manage her body. Ivor Bell, another 

senior IRA part, recommended that Jean's body be dumped on a Belfast road as a notice to 

other would-be witnesses.  

 

Gerry Adams, however, demanded this could blowback. Jean was after every one of the 

widows, and a mother of ten kids, the majority of whom were as yet reliant on her. On the off 

chance that it wound up normal information that the IRA had executed her the gathering 

gambled losing open help and having the Catholic people group betray them.  

 

Adams rather proposed that Jean ought to forever vanish, making it incomprehensible for 

anybody to demonstrate that the IRA had murdered her.  

 

What's more, that is actually what occurred. In her taped declaration, Dolours Price 

confessed to being one of the general population who drove Jean McConville to the spot of 

her execution, took her to the lip of a crisply burrowed grave, and shot her in the back of the 

head.  

 

Jean's body was at the end found in 2003. Following 31 years, her kids were at last ready to 

put their mom to rest.  

 

After the Good Friday Agreement, Gerry Adams turned into 

a polarizing figure. 
 

Be that as it may, what happened to the senior IRA man, Gerry Adams, who a few sources 

said had requested Jean's homicide? Is it accurate to say that he was ever considered 

responsible for her passing? The appropriate response, essentially, is no. Rather, Adams 

was hailed the world over as a power for harmony and bargain.  

 

Adams, who was then the pioneer of the political wing of the IRA, consented to the Good 

Friday Arrangement on April 10, 1998. The understanding made ready for a changeless end 

of viciousness by the IRA. As a byproduct of this truce, British Prime Minister Tony Blair 

concurred that Northern Ireland would be allowed a completely declined parliament and a lot 

gentler outskirt with the Republic of Ireland.  



 

 

He additionally guaranteed that if a lion's share in Northern Ireland communicated an 

unmistakable wish to unite with the Republic of Ireland, Great Britain would not remain in 

their manner.  

 

After the understanding was marked, Adams was feted by numerous individuals as a 

visionary peacemaker. Be that as it may, to both the group of Jean McConville and IRA 

warriors, for example, Dolours and Marian Price, Gerry Adams spoke to something 

altogether different.  

 

To Jean's kids, Adams was the man who had pulled off her homicide, and the family 

crusaded finally for him to be brought to equity. In April 2014, Adams was at last captured in 

connection to her killing however was discharged without charge four days after the fact. He 

has never been indicted for her demise.  

 

After the Good Friday Agreement, Adams was additionally castigated by numerous IRA 

paramilitaries, for example, Brendan Hughes and the Price Sisters.  

 

Why? Since he had consented to a truce when the IRA had not yet accomplished its 

objective: a unified Ireland. Right up 'til the present time, Northern Ireland remains some 

portion of the United Kingdom.  

 

What was simply the point, Dolours Price asked, of all the brutal deeds she had submitted, 

similar to the homicide of Jean McConville and the planting of bombs, if the IRA had not 

accomplished its points? In IRA circles, individuals were so frustrated with Gerry Adams that 

they kidded that the shortened form for "Good Friday Agreement," GFA, meant "Got Fuck 

All."  

 

Gerry Adams cases right up 'til the present time that he was never at any point in the IRA. It 

might be reasonable for a state that, despite the fact that Adams was instrumental in 

carrying harmony to Northern Ireland, his inclusion in the harmony procedure included some 

significant pitfalls to equity. Furthermore, for the groups of IRA unfortunate casualties like 

Jean McConville, that cost was excessively high. 

 



 

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in 

Northern Ireland by Patrick Radden Keefe Book Review 

Jean McConville was killed by the IRA under doubt of being a source for the British armed 

force. Dolours Price, a scandalous IRA volunteer, completed the slaughtering. Gerry Adams, 

the previous pioneer of Sinn Féin, gave the request for Jean's execution.  

Moreover, few in Northern Ireland were fulfilled when the contention finished and the Good 

Friday Agreement was agreed upon. Not exclusively did Jean, alongside a large number of 

others, lose their lives, yet Ireland stays isolated right up 'til the present time. 
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