
King Leopold wasn't the main European colonialist to misuse the assets, and individuals, of 
another nation.  
 
However, with the Congo, Leopold took the covetousness, abuse, and savagery of the 
period to an unquestionably more outrageous and repulsive level than any other time in 
recent memory. Over almost thirty years of rule, he utilized slave work to gather an individual 
fortune of over $1 billion in the present dollars.  
 
Leopold constrained African workers to reap tremendous amounts of ivory and elastic 
ashore he dispossessed from them. All the while, an expected ten million Africans passed 
on. To put it gruffly, Leopold transformed African bodies into cash.  
 
What's more terrible, Leopold wasn't the last to meddle in Congolese issues for individual 
addition. His savage system set up for incalculable ensuing repulsions in the Congo, from 
the CIA's death of justly chose PM Patrice Lumumba in 1961 to the shocking conditions in 
Congolese mines that right up 'til today keep precious stones on fingers, uranium in atomic 
weapons, and coltan in iPhones.  
 
A short admonition: in their piece of oppression and colonization in the Congo, this synopsis 
contains realistic portrayals of outrageous viciousness and mercilessness.  

Chapter 1 - From the primary contact, Europeans esteemed 
focal Africa basically for its benefits making potential. 
In 1482, Portuguese maritime skipper Diogo Cão was viewing the North Star vanish into the 
great beyond. His boat was passing the equator and was a lot farther south than any 
European had ever been previously.  
 
Unexpectedly, he saw the sea had turned earthy yellow. It was freshwater. Cão had 
discovered the mouth of a monstrous, silty stream, bigger than anything he'd observed. He 
went shorewards and raised a limestone column and cross, checking it as found for 
Portugal.  
 
In any case, Cão hadn't wandered on this risky excursion only for disclosure. He was looking 
for treasure.  
 
The extraordinary waterway, later known as the Congo, lay at the northern finish of a rich 
African realm, an alliance of a few million individuals spread more than 300 square miles.  
 
After nine years, Portuguese priests found their capital and set up a government office. It 
was the main connection among Europeans and a dark African country. The ManiKongo, or 
ruler, was excited about the Portuguese's discharge rambling weapons – firearms, as we'd 
call them – and the impact they may have on possible commonplace insubordination.  
 
As far as concerns them, the Portuguese were to a great extent pompous of Kongo culture – 
and they were scandalized by the bareness they saw. They conceded, however, that the 
realm was refined, the most progressive on the west bank of focal Africa.  



 
Expressions and horticulture thrived, and there was a perplexing political framework that 
additionally included subjugation. This was essential: the preexistence of a type of 
subjugation there implied that when Europeans appeared and offered to purchase 
individuals, the realm's bosses were available to selling.  
 
European advancement of the Americas had made an almost unquenchable market for 
African slave work. Slaving fever held the Portuguese in the Congo, who produced huge 
benefits by rearranging guards of affixed Africans onto ships.  
 
Oppressed people groups were walked to the coast, denied adequate food and clean water 
on their hopeless excursion. The path connecting the sea to the inside was before long 
covered with dying bones.  
 
Europeans were additionally seized by the desire to investigate. In any case, the slippery 
landscape implied that few centuries of guests never made it up the incomparable Congo 
River. Numerous undertakings set out and stayed away forever.  
 
The wellspring of the stream stayed a puzzle. The main thing that Europeans could make 
certain of was that Africa provided important crude materials: elephant tusks and human 
bodies.  
 

Chapter 2 - Stanley was severe, driven, and narcissistic, 
characteristics that made him appropriate to Europe's 
colonization of Africa. 
In the end, the wellspring of the Congo River was found by a Welshman whose birth was 
recorded as that of "John Rowlands, Bastard." He would spend the remainder of his daily 
routine attempting to experience down the disgrace he conveyed accordingly.  
 
After a horrible youth in a workhouse, where he was exposed to sexual maltreatment, he 
joined up with a vendor transport. Arriving in New Orleans, he changed his name to Henry 
Morton Stanley. He battled in the American Civil War – one of only a handful barely any 
individuals to see the battle on the two sides. At that point, he turned into a writer, and in the 
wake of getting the scoop on a British campaign against the Emperor of Abyssinia – current 
Ethiopia – he took a perpetual unfamiliar reporter work with the New York Herald. He was 27 
years of age.  
 
The vital message here is: Stanley was severe, eager, and narcissistic, characteristics that 
made him appropriate to Europe's colonization of Africa.  
 
The "Scramble for Africa," as Europeans called it, was on. European forces were jarring 
each other for power over the landmass' immense domains and assets. These assets would 
be indispensable to Europe's Industrial Revolution, similarly as subjugated people groups 
had been to the pioneer manor economy in the Americas.  
 



However, Europeans jumped at the chance to think their intentions were loftier than trade. 
They lifted the significance of bringing Christianity and what they called "human progress" to 
the indigenous people groups of Africa. The British, specifically, were loaded up with 
honorableness about battling subjection in East Africa, which they ascribed to Arabs from 
the Arabian Peninsula. Middle Easterners, helpfully, were nonwhite.  
 
European wayfarers in Africa turned into a portion of the main worldwide famous people, 
much like competitors or celebrities today. Stanley shot to worldwide noticeable quality with 
a very much exposed arrangement of endeavors paid for by his boss at the Herald.  
 
However, he was a cruel and severe man, especially with those over whom he had power. 
His workers on his African undertakings endured the worst part of his perverted streak. He 
was the adjudicator, jury, and killer, passing capital punishments and proclaiming floggings, 
and habitually completing them. In one offensive scene, he removes his canine's tail, cooked 
it, and took care of it for the canine to eat.  
 
From the individuals he met on his movements, Stanley accepting any demonstration of 
aggression as a savage affront. He didn't try checking the number of individuals his 
gathering executed en route.  

Chapter 3 - Leopold needed a settlement, and he considered 
Stanley to be the one who could help get him one. 
The Herald requested that Stanley look for Dr. David Livingstone, a well-known wayfarer 
fixated on finding the wellspring of the Nile. One man followed Stanley's chase with 
extraordinary interest: Leopold II, the 37-year-old King of the Belgians. Leopold 
communicated in French, German, and English, yet never tried to learn Flemish, the 
unfashionable language spoken by the greater part of his subjects.  
 
As a kid, Leopold had been an unmotivated researcher, except for one subject: benefit. He 
became focused on having a settlement, and interminably baited his clergymen about it. His 
objective was solitary: to get rich. He once grumbled to a counsel, "Belgium doesn't abuse 
the world. It's a taste we must cause her to learn." He would before long get that going.  
 
Leopold noticed the appall Europeans felt toward the alleged Arab slave masters. A frontier 
push from a little nation like Belgium, he understood, would require a facade of compassion. 
Thus, in 1876, he dispatched an arrangement to build up himself as a donor and an 
energetic abolitionist crusader. He facilitated a gathering for African geographers and 
wayfarers, to persuade the forces of Europe that his point was kind.  
 
In the interim, Stanley had strolled the length of the Congo River, so enormous it 
predominated all the extraordinary waterways of Europe. Only one of its feeders, the Kasai, 
conveys as much water as the Volga in Russia and is half as long as the Rhine, which goes 
through western Europe. Stanley promptly observed the potential for business along the 
Congo's thousand-mile stretch of quiet, profound water.  
 



Concerning Leopold, he had decided: he would have the center of Africa for himself. He 
worked his royal charms on Stanley, who was satisfied to meet a ruler who respected his 
work. In the long run, the two concurred: Stanley would re-visitation the Congo, this time 
working for Leopold. His objective? To set up the principal base on the coast, and a few 
stations along the waterway. Leopold dispatched a progression of humanitarian relationship 
to cover his actual reason: gathering treasure, as ivory.  
 
Neither one of the men thought a lot about focal Africa, less still about the individuals who 
lived there. Yet, they realized those individuals didn't represent a military danger. Hundreds 
of years of slave strikes from the east and the west had debilitated the realm, and their 
weaponry was no counterpart for best in class European rifles.  

Chapter 4 - Leopold started just barely getting the Congo for 
benefit using any means conceivable. 
For a very long time, Stanley was Leopold's man in the Congo. He cut an unpleasant track 
around the large rapids of the Congo River and moved more than 50 tons of provisions up 
the path. Draft creatures couldn't endure the atmosphere, so African doormen had to do the 
hard work. Much of the time, individuals were worked in a real sense to death.  
 
Leopold expected to make European-style syndication that would be legitimately faultless to 
the next frontier powers. His group of legal advisors and officials thought of a plan that would 
give his privately owned business the option to go about as a sovereign nation when 
managing neighborhood bosses. Presently all he required was for the bosses to consent to 
an arrangement with that impact.  
 
Numerous bosses had no clue about what they were marking. Few had even observed the 
composed word previously. Yet, this didn't stop Stanley, who pressured more than 450 
Congo bowl pioneers to offer their property to Leopold for practically nothing. More awful 
still, they consented to help Leopold's officials "by work or something else."  
 
While Stanley was cheating neighborhood bosses and pioneers out of their property in 
Africa, Leopold was occupied in Europe. He worked his appeal on pioneers everywhere on 
the landmass, intending to get them to perceive his case to the Congo.  
 
The "Scramble for Africa" was going all out. In 1884, European pioneers met at the Berlin 
Conference to cut up the crown jewels. Indeed, even Stanley was awkward with the 
unabashed insatiability at the meeting: he said it helped him to remember how "my dark 
adherents used to surge with sparkling blades for the butchered game." But Leopold got 
what he needed: land and acknowledgment.  
 
He officially set up the Congo Free State, multiple times the size of Belgium, and introduced 
himself as King-Sovereign.  
 
To shape the tremendous region to his vision of greatest benefit, Leopold would utilize a 
progression of current instruments that hadn't been accessible to colonizers of past periods. 



These incorporated the steamer, which would be pivotal to transforming the waterway into a 
thruway through an unpleasant landscape.  
Leopold would likewise manufacture railways around 220 miles of rapids that isolated the 
inside and its fortune from the coast and Leopold's exchange ships.  
 
At last, he would utilize current weaponry, particularly rifles. Not long after would come the 
automatic weapon, which would change the district until the end of time.  

Chapter 5 - Leopold set up a severe slave settlement while 
consistently demanding his intentions were charitable. 
On May 29, 1885, the Congo Free State has officially declared a corporate state, of which 
Leopold was the supreme ruler. That very day, Leopold gave a progression of 
announcements. One expressed that any land state authorities esteemed to be "empty" was 
presently his property, similar to all results of the land, regardless of whether elephant tusks 
or townspeople's vegetables.  
 
To support his imposing business model in the area, he shut out some other expected 
merchants, conveying a private armed force to drive out any benefit plans of which he didn't 
have a piece. At the same time, he kept up freely that he was attempting to improve the lives 
of individuals in the Congo.  
 
Generally essential to Leopold's main concern was ivory. His operators were paid by 
commission, at a rate that expanded by the heaviness of the ivory. This made an impetus for 
operators to drive Africans, in some cases at gunpoint, to acknowledge low costs for their 
ivory – or simply hand it over to no end. Now and again, Congo state authorities essentially 
plundered towns, taking whatever ivory they found.  
 
Be that as it may, far more atrocious than this was the systematic arrangement of 
constrained work Leopold sanctioned. Africans were recruited to assemble the Congo 
railroad, which had started in 1887.  
 
They were consistently worked to death. For the smallest offense, individuals were rebuffed 
with the Sicotte, a whip of dried hippopotamus skin. 25 lashes habitually made casualties 
faint; 100 were regularly deadly. One spectator saw a gathering of youngsters being given 
25 lashes for snickering within the sight of a white man.  
 
They were likewise recruited to join Leopold's private armed force, unexpectedly called the 
Force Publique. This developed to almost 20,000 men throughout the following dozen years 
and was utilized to stifle uprisings everywhere in the region savagely.  
 
Leopold did this while asserting that benefit was the farthest thing from his psyche. In 1891, 
he told the Belgian parliament, "The Congo state is positively not a business. On the off 
chance that it assembles ivory on sure of its territories, that is just to decrease its shortage." 
Any constrained work that Africans were made to do, he added, served to safeguard the 
"savages," as he called them, from their lethargy.  
 



Leopold was running a slave state. However, no early guests had the option to glance 
realities in the face and record the frightfulness they'd say. Aside from two individuals, about 
whom we'll learn in the coming sections.  
 

Chapter 6 - The revulsions of the Congo propelled two 
sanctioned works, one of insightful reporting and the other of 
writing. 
George Washington Williams was a Black American minister, attorney, and student of 
history. He went to the Congo in 1890 to survey it as a spot where Black Americans might 
settle, away from the prejudice and separation of the Jim Crow South. He advanced 
gradually upriver by steamer, with a lot of time to handle what he was seeing.  
 
What he discovered was not the altruistic administered settlement depicted by Stanley and 
Leopold, however a common liberties barbarity. Rather than an abolitionist crusader, 
Leopold was himself a slave master.  
 
Astonished by what he experienced, Williams composed a singing prosecution in his expert 
lawful writing. Of the many Europeans and Americans who headed out to the Congo in the 
early years, Williams is the one in particular who conversed with Africans about their 
involvement in Stanley. The subsequent leaflet is an achievement in basic freedoms writing 
and insightful news coverage.  
 
In the leaflet, Williams reports the stunts Stanley used to get Congo bosses to give up their 
property to Leopold, similar to his case that whites had heavenly powers. He reports over the 
top remorselessness to detainees, which included barricades, shackles that were 
excessively close, and the Sicotte.  
 
He uncovered as fake Belgian government asserts that it was building schools and medical 
clinics. At last, he reports that state authorities were grabbing African ladies and young 
ladies and utilizing them as courtesans.  
 
His handout was distributed and conveyed generally, principally in Europe yet additionally in 
the United States. The French press called the circumstance "un vrai scandale." In 1891, the 
tumult arrived at the Belgian parliament, putting Leopold on edge unexpectedly.  
 
However, Williams wasn't the just one to draw back from the awfulness in the Congo. 
Konrad Korzeniowski went through a half year dealing with a liner on the Congo River in 
1890. Following eight years of agonizing over his encounters, he distributed a novel under 
his newly embraced name: Joseph Conrad. This epic was Heart of Darkness, which has 
since become the most reproduced short novel in the English language.  
 
In the novel, the storyteller, Marlow, sails a steamer up a waterway. En route, he observes 
skeletons attached to posts, dead bodies in chains in favor of soil tracks, and void towns 
whose occupants had either fled or been slaughtered. Conrad said the functions of the book 
differed "yet a bit" from the current realities of the case.  



Chapter 7 - As Leopold's center moved from ivory to elastic, a 
horrifying new part started in his Congo slave settlement. 
While Williams and Conrad were steaming down the Congo, John Dunlop was doing tasks 
one morning in Belfast, Ireland. Dabbling with his child's tricycle, he created a gadget that 
would prompt new enterprises – and enduring – past anything he might have envisioned. 
This gadget was an inflatable elastic tire.  
 
The modern world immediately got on, requesting huge amounts of elastic for tires, tubing, 
hoses, and phone protection. The cost of elastic rose consistently throughout the 1890s. No 
place did the blast have a more uncommon effect on individuals' lives than in the Congo.  
 
By the last part of the 1890s, the Congo's wild elastic was more important than its ivory. 
Leopold moved his concentrate as needs are.  
 
Similarly, as with ivory, the European specialists providing elastic to the Congo Free State 
were remunerated by the sum they got. A few operators got rich. Yet, the majority of the 
cash streamed back to the state's workplaces in Belgium.  
 
Somewhere in the range of 1890 and 1904, complete Congo elastic profit expanded multiple 
times over. Benefits were expanded because collecting wild elastic required no 
development, no compost, and no capital interest in costly hardware. It required just work.  
 
In any case, this was an issue for the Congo's rulers. They couldn't chain individuals 
together and drive them to work, as they did with doormen and development laborers. 
Assembling wild elastic required long journeys across the rainforest, draining plants regularly 
many feet off the ground in the shade, and gathering the sap in a basin. Individuals must be 
constrained in different manners.  
 
Congo state authorities started abducting town ladies, kids, or older folks and holding them 
prisoner until the head of the area had gotten the necessary measure of elastic. On the off 
chance that a man in the town opposed, his better half was murdered.  
 
On the off chance that his elastic drag was a couple of grams away from the necessary 
aggregate, he or his relatives confronted the Sicotte. Tips for taking prisoners were recorded 
in a semi-official guidance book given to each operator.  
 
Gigantic quantities of Africans had to work in this work armed force. In 1906, the books for 
one elastic exchanging organization alone, answerable for just a little portion of the Congo's 
elastic creation, recorded 47 thousand elastic finders.  

Chapter 8 - As reports of awful violations started to stream out 
of the Congo, Leopold deliberately kept up his public picture. 
In 1899, American teacher William Sheppard was sent into the unknown wilderness to 
explore the wellspring of severe interethnic battling. What he discovered was past his most 
stunning bad dreams. He happened upon a camp where, with the target of protecting them, 



human hands were being smoked over a fire. There were 81 hands altogether, all severed 
from right arms.  
 
The hands were from the Kuba public, whose adversaries had been boosted by Congo Free 
State specialists to gather the hands as evidence of death. This was a purposeful Congo 
Free State strategy. For every cartridge gave to their soldiers of fortune, officials requested 
evidence that the projectile hadn't been squandered in chasing. They required the correct 
hands from bodies – regardless of whether the individual was in any condition.  
 
Sheppard composed a cursing report of the monstrosities he saw, which was distributed 
broadly. In any case, Leopold's methodology remained that of disavowal.  
 
To ensure the trickiness that the Congo Free State was a beneficent venture, Leopold 
needed to permit Christian preachers admittance to the Congo. Generally, these ministers 
had to a lesser extent a stomach for viciousness than the hard men who enrolled in the 
state's official corps.  
 
A few, as William Sheppard, made reports and took photos of the abhorrences they saw. 
Even with the ridiculous outrages being submitted, the resistance gradually developed 
among preachers and afterward helpful people.  
 
But Leopold's base of help was as yet solid. Utilizing continues from ordinary elastic 
shipments, he offered the public a fastidiously curated, exceptionally one-sided investigate 
life in the Congo. At his château he added a Congo nursery, brimming with palm trees, open 
to the public once per year. At the 1897 World's Fair in Brussels, Belgium's show drew more 
than 1,000,000 guests.  
 
In plain view were automatic rifles, artworks of Africans by Europeans, and a living display of 
267 African men, ladies, and youngsters imported from the Congo, introduced in town lifelike 
models. There was an indication that stated, "The Blacks Are Fed By The Organizing 
Committee." Visitors just noticed this as helpful data.  
 
Directing the ordinary elastic shipments in Antwerp was a youthful British money manager 
named Edmund Morel. He was calm and good, with a family to help, improbable to get 
enveloped with philosophical causes. Yet, on the docks of Antwerp, in 1898, he went to a 
chilling acknowledgment that constrained him to make a move, as we will learn in the 
following section.  

Chapter 9 - Morel's shock dispatched the principal worldwide 
common liberties development of the 20th century. 
On the Antwerp moors, as he supervised the stacking and emptying of boats on the 
Congo-Belgium line, Edmund Morel saw two disrupting realities. To begin with, in Antwerp, 
the boats were emptying tremendous amounts of elastic and ivory.  
 
Second, Belgium wasn't sending anything to the Congo to pay for these things – aside from 
weapons and fighters. Morel understood the main clarification was slave work.  



 
Morel's initial step was to tell his chief. The organization didn't have the foggiest idea what to 
think about this lesser functionary revealing to them he'd found something horrible about 
their best client. Morel's bosses attempted to quietness him, offering him a raise and an 
advancement.  
 
Accordingly, Morel quit. He began his distribution, to uncover the abominations that were 
going on unchecked in the Congo. He was just 28 years of age, yet he was on the cusp of 
dispatching a significant helpful development.  
 
Morel immediately turned into the best British analytical columnist of his time, working 
eighteen-hour days coordinating gatherings and distributing data about the monstrosities in 
the Congo in his paper, the West African Mail. He created an enormous group of work 
regarding the matter, consolidating fierceness with fastidious exactness.  
 
As Morel's force developed, fatigued Congo state authorities learned he was the best source 
through which to release uncovering reports. To Leopold's developing concern, Morel printed 
dooming proof that legitimately repudiated Congo state press materials. One structure 
indicated a rundown of individuals who had been hijacked every month, straightforwardly 
disproving official cases that seizing was not a state-ordered strategy in the Congo.  
 
Morel pursued teachers who had worked in the Congo for their accounts. Their records were 
the absolute most frightening he distributed. Morel's articles and all-around went to public 
talks were joined by photos of crushed towns and kids with missing hands and feet.  
 
The British public turned out to be progressively fomented. By 1903, Morel and his partners 
had prevailed with regards to placing conditions in the Congo unequivocally on the British 
public plan. In May, the House of Commons passed a goal asking the Congo state to 
"administer with humankind."  
 
Leopold was perplexed. On the off chance that Britain, the superpower of the day, betrayed 
him, his benefits would be in danger. For the occasion, Morel and Leopold were at an 
impasse – however, it would before long be broken.  

Chapter 10 - Roger Casement's firsthand involvement with the 
Congo catalyzed the Congo Reform development. 
When the British goal was passed by the House of Commons, the British Foreign Office sent 
its diplomat to the Congo's inside to examine the charges of Leopold's severity. The 
representative was Roger Casement, an Irishman with 20 years' involvement with Africa, 
who had been reprimanded by past businesses as being "excessively kind to local people."  
 
Casement's endeavor into the inside took three and a half months. To try not to be subject to 
Congo state experts for transportation, he leased a steamer. Going far upriver, he invested 
energy at elastic camps and mission stations and sloshed through overwhelmed backwoods 
to arrive at distant towns. His letters censured the abominations he saw in explicit, irate 
terms. Among different revulsions, he portrayed hands and privates being cut off carcasses.  



 
Casement's dooming report on the circumstance in the Congo was distributed in mid-1904. 
In any case, the British Foreign Office, surrendering to pressure from Leopold, blue-penciled 
it. The casement was furious. He took steps to leave the Foreign Office, alluding in a private 
letter to his bosses as a "pitiable arrangement of inept noodles."  
 
At that point, he met Morel. Casement, with the assistance of Morel's significant other, 
persuaded Morel to establish an association gave to lobbying for equity in the Congo. With 
fire up capital from Casement, Morel established the Congo Reform Association in 1904.  
 
Morel accepted that lone the British government could drive Leopold to change or to remove 
the Congo from him. Yet, to stand out enough to be noticed, he needed to bother up people 
in general.  
 
Fitting his message to fit an assortment of crowds, Morel won the feelings of tycoons and 
laborers the same. Anxious to raise the development above hardliner governmental issues 
and strict contrasts, he included speakers from an assortment of places of worship and from 
over the political range. Each gathering had a going with a slide show, portraying ravaged 
Africans or heaps of excised hands.  
 
Papers started running pictures and reports of the holocaust in focal Africa. It's difficult to 
know the genuine number of individuals slaughtered because there were so numerous fierce 
associations at work immediately.  
 
The most legitimate judgment is from an American ethnographer of the Congo bowl. He 
appraises that somewhere in the range of 1880 and 1920, the number of inhabitants in the 
Congo was diminished by at any rate a half – that is around ten million individuals.  

Chapter 11 - As the Congo change development picked up 
force, the tide started to betray Leopold. 
With the Congo change development well in progress in England, Morel put his focus on the 
United States.  
 
In September 1904, he met with President Theodore Roosevelt at the White House. He 
likewise won the help of amazing social figures Booker T. Washington, Mark Twain, and a 
few college presidents. He custom-fitted his message to interest a wide scope of crowds – 
from racial oppressors who needed Black Americans to leave the US for Africa, to an elderly 
person naturally introduced to subjugation who needed to give her life investment funds to 
the reason.  
 
In the interim, Leopold forcefully sought after legislative pioneers who he thought could 
support his motivation. He additionally sought a deceitful San Francisco legal advisor who 
deceived him and sold the narrative of Leopold's endeavored control of Congress to the 
press.  
 
It was the first of many significant misfortunes for Leopold.  



 
In an evident reaction to the worries, Morel and his sources were raising, Leopold 
dispatched a hoax commission, whose employment was to examine the circumstance in the 
Congo and demonstrate his innocence. He employed three adjudicators who could be 
depended on as flunkies – or so he thought.  
 
The hearings had an impact Leopold wasn't anticipating. Tuning in to story after story of 
homicide, assault, evisceration, family division, starvation, and mercilessness, all from 
witnesses missing their correct hands, one of the adjudicators separated and sobbed. 
Leopold's arrangement had reverse discharges: the trick examination had gotten a genuine 
one. The report then appointed authorities delivered rehashed pretty much every analysis 
raised by Morel and Casement.  
 
The report was en route to the public when Leopold capitalized on his guaranteed winner. 
He sent each paper in England a manufactured synopsis of the report, through a 
benevolently named association called the West African Missionary Association. Thinking 
they were getting a break on huge news, the papers distributed the synopsis before the 
report contacted them.  
 
In any case, throughout the following, not many days, editors and correspondents 
understood that the purported synopsis had little to do with the report itself. The West African 
Missionary Association was a front. The archive had been carried into England by a Belgian 
minister who owed Leopold some help.  
 
The composing was on the divider. European governments requested that Leopold 
surrender his state. However, Leopold, as yet King of the Belgians, had one final stunt at his 
disposal.  

Chapter 12 - Leopold's rule of dread, at last, concluded, 
however, the genuine degree of his wrongdoings stays 
obscure. 
Leopold would acknowledge simply one option in contrast to individual authority over the 
Congo: giving it to Belgium. In any case, he wasn't simply going to part with his state. He 
would sell it. Furthermore, he would make the purchasers pay the consequences, regardless 
of whether they were his kin.  
 
With its worldwide standing in question, the Belgian government had to make a move with 
Leopold. In any case, the lord didn't give back in kind. He wouldn't show government agents 
the accounting report of the business he was constraining them to purchase.  
 
It before long turned out to be evident that generous advances from the Belgian government 
had disappeared – about 160 million dollars' worth in the present cash. Then, Leopold 
slowed down and pitched sensational fits, scrambling to conceal his Congo-related wealth, 
while keeping up he had none.  
 



An arrangement between the Belgian government and Leopold was at last produced in 
1908. To start with, the Belgian government would accept over $500 million contemporary 
dollars of the Congo Free State's obligation, a lot of which was as bonds Leopold had given 
to companions and courtesans throughout the long term.  
 
Next, Belgium would pay almost $230 million toward finishing the ruler's structure ventures. 
On top of this, Leopold would get $250 million as a characteristic of appreciation for his 
endeavors in the Congo.  
 
When Albert, beneficiary to the Belgian seat, visited the Congo – something Leopold himself 
had never done – change appeared to be inescapable. In the fall of 1909, the Belgian 
pioneer serves declared significant changes. Reports of barbarities from review visits by 
British representatives eased back to a stream. Edmund Morel had won. He pronounced his 
mission over in 1913, following 28 years of Leopold's standard.  
 
Leopold himself kicked the bucket in his bed, a year after giving up the Congo. It's difficult to 
know precisely the amount he benefitted from the endeavor. One Belgian history specialist 
trusts it is around $1.1 billion in the present dollars.  
 
There are no landmarks to the assessed ten million killed Congolese in Brussels, the city 
based on continues from their work. However, our reality is molded less by what we 
celebrate than by the difficult stories we attempt to overlook. Leopold's Congo is one of 
those hushes of history. 

King Leopold's Ghost by Adam Hochschild Book Review 
Europeans' first perspective on the Congo was through the viewpoint of benefit, however, 
King Leopold of Belgium took their insatiability to a staggering new level. Somewhere in the 
range of 1880 and 1910, Leopold's Congo Free State utilized slave work to extricate ivory 
and elastic from a domain multiple times the size of Belgium and killed an expected ten 
million Africans all the while.  
 
Leopold's benefit from his misuse of the Congo and its kin is assessed at roughly $1.1 billion 
in the present cash. In any case, the genuine degree of his wrongdoings, covered up by his 
broad endeavors, will perpetually be covered in secret. 
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